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Abstract:

Provides the most complete and current scientific assessment of the impacts of climate change, the vulnerability of natural and human environments,
and the potential for response through adaptation. It (1) evaluates evidence that recent observed changes in climate have already affected a variety
of physical and biological systems and concludes that these effects can be attributed to global warming; (2) makes a detailed assessment of the
impacts of future climate change and sea-level rise on ecosystems, water resources, agriculture and food security, human health, coastal and
low-lying regions, and industry and settlements; (3) provides a complete new assessment of the impacts of climate change on major regions of the
world (Africa, Asia, Australia/New Zealand, Europe, Latin America, North America, polar regions and small islands); (4) considers responses through
adaptation; (5) explores the synergies and trade-offs between adaptation and mitigation; and (6) evaluates the key vulnerabilities to climate change,
and assesses aggregate damage levels and the role of multiple stresses. --Excerpted text.

Source: 
http://www.ipcc.ch/publications_and_data/publications_ipcc_fourth_assessment_report_wg2_report_impacts_adaptation_and_vulnerability.htm   

Resource Description

Climate Scenario :  

specification of climate scenario (set of assumptions about future states related to climate)

 Special Report on Emissions Scenarios (SRES)

Special Report on Emissions Scenarios (SRES) Scenario: SRES A1, SRES A2, SRES B1, SRES B2

Early Warning System:  

resource focus on systems used to warn populations of high temperatures, extreme weather, or other elements of climate change to prevent harm
to health

 A focus of content

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Air Pollution, Ecosystem Changes, Extreme Weather Event, Food/Water Quality, Food/Water Security, Food/Water Security, Glacier/Snow Melt,
Human Conflict/Displacement, Precipitation, Temperature

Air Pollution: Allergens, Ozone

Extreme Weather Event: Drought, Flooding, Hurricanes/Cyclones, Landslides, Wildfires

Food/Water Quality: Biotoxin/Algal Bloom, Other Water Quality Issue

Water Quality (other): Water temperature; Salinity; Dissolved oxygen; Acidification

Food/Water Security: Agricultural Productivity, Fisheries, Food Access/Distribution, Nutritional Quality

Temperature: Extreme Cold, Extreme Heat, Fluctuations

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Arctic, Desert, Freshwater, Mountain, Ocean/Coastal, Tropical, Urban, Other Geographical Feature

Other Geographical Feature : Forests
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Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Cardiovascular Effect, Developmental Effect, Infectious Disease, Injury, Morbidity/Mortality, Respiratory Effect

Developmental Effect: Other Functional Deficit

Infectious Disease: Foodborne/Waterborne Disease, Vectorborne Disease

Foodborne/Waterborne Disease: General Foodborne/Waterborne Disease, Other Diarrheal Disease

Vectorborne Disease: General Vectorborne, Mosquito-borne Disease, Tick-borne Disease

Mosquito-borne Disease: Malaria

Tick-borne Disease: Lyme Disease

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation, Mitigation

Model/Methodology:  

type of model used or methodology development is a focus of resource

 Exposure Change Prediction

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Elderly, Low Socioeconomic Status, Racial/Ethnic Subgroup

Other Racial/Ethnic Subgroup: Indigenous populations

Other Vulnerable Population: Pre-existing medical conditions

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Resilience:  

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to shifting climate impact circumstances while
continuing to function

 A focus of content

Socioeconomic Scenario: SES scenarios

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Long-Term (>50 years)

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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